CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY – MIDTIER FIELD EXPERIENCE JOURNAL F

Student   Danielle Holland
School   Pullen Elementary
Grade   1st

Host Teacher   Katie Bennett

Date of Observation:        11-22-11

	How were the classroom rules derived?  Where did they come from /originate?  What was the students’ role in their derivation?  (You will have to ask your host teacher about this.)

I asked my host teacher about where the classroom rules came about and she told me that the school has unified rules as a whole.  Those rules derive from each student striving to be safe, respectful of others and property/belongings, and responsible.  Miss Bennett told me that initially she discussed with the students what they thought some classroom rules should be.  Together the class came up with a list.  Then Miss Bennett showed the students the universal school rules.  Much to the students surprise many of the “rules” that they had come up with were the same as the school rules.  This lead to discussions that if they were the same, they must be good and should be kept and followed. 

The school also uses PBIS as a support for behavior.  It’s in the form of a color chart with sticks or clips to move.
Green- I am having a great day.  I am being respectful, responsible and safe.  I am trying my best.

Yellow- I am having an ok day.  I need some reminders, I read the expectations again with Miss Bennett.  

Orange-  I am having a rough day. I was not following our expectations.  I had to miss 5 minutes of recess.

Red-  I am having a hard day.   I am not following expectations.  I had to call home and write a reflection sheet.  I have to miss 15 minutes of recess.

Students review expected behavior in the morning shortly after arriving and always say the Pullen Promise as well.

The Pullen Promise:

Today is a new day

I can be responsible, respectful, and safe.

I will tell the truth, and honor other people.

When I choose to put forth full effort, I will learn.

Today Matters  

If students are misbehaving or not being attentive they are given a verbal warning and reminded of expected behavior.  After that if the unwanted behavior continues they move through the PBIS chart.

Do the room rules have a name or title?  Are they displayed – where, when, and how?

Pullen School Promise
PBIS Color Chart

The PBIS chart is displayed near the back of the room, near Miss Bennett’s desk.

The Pullen Promise is displayed in the front of the room, above the calendar.  

The Pullen Promise is recited after the students say the Pledge.

To whom were they distributed – where, when, how?  (You will have to ask your host teacher about this.)

I asked Miss Bennett how the rules were distributed and her response was, “The rules were distributed to the parents during curriculum night, and Mrs. Falsetta also went over them with the parents at curriculum night. For parents who were unable to attend, they were sent home stapled in agendas that week. It was the second or third week of school I believe. I also went over them at curriculum night in my own class when I distributed them, but since they are school wide, Mrs. Falsetta went over them in the gym with all the parents.”
I like how there were multiple opportunities for parents to become familiar with the school expectations for behavior.
Describe how you have observed the classroom rules being reviewed and/or re-taught?
The Pullen Promise is reviewed daily.  When students are tattle-tailing it is often referred back to by saying, “Are you being hurt? Is someone else being hurt? Is school property being damaged?  If the answers to those questions are all no, then it’s a non-issue, and students are then reminded of the Pullen Promise.  

I have observed Miss Bennett go over the PBIS chart not in so many words.  She often reminds students of what is expected, such has saying, they are to be seated quietly and listening to the teacher or that they should be following directions the first time.  She will then remind students if they do not, then they will have to move their clip.  For most situations, the verbal warning/reminder is enough.  Most students become very upset when told to move their clip; Elise is one of these students.  Moving her clip once is about all it takes to get her back on the right track.  Although with another student, Vanessa, it doesn’t seem to affect her to move her clip in my observations.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Marzano talks about establishing and maintaining classroom rules and procedures in chapter 6.  From my understanding of the reading, it’s important to acknowledge that rules and procedures are integral for classroom management.  Rules may be established to set limits for classroom behaviors, where procedures help students maintain those expected positive behaviors.  An example of this can be illustrated in the way you arrange your classroom furniture.  By positioning tables and desks so that there are no “runways”, the rule no running in the classroom can be followed easier because it will be harder for students to run.  The rule is no running, and the procedure is walking and this behavior is maximized by the classroom teacher eliminating the area for students to run.  Rules and procedures should be explained and modeled in the beginning of the year states Marzano. He also suggests going over them periodically and to make changes to the rules and procedures when necessary.

Marzano also talks about having materials readily accessible for students and at the elementary level to begin and end the day by having routines that students can expect and rely on.  




(Optional) Host Teacher Comments:

I affirm that the above has been completed.  Host Teacher:   
Date:   

